Synopsis
(Tells the ending.)
A December evening fog shrouds the rocky Oregon coast.  Above the breakers sits a darkened Victorian house.  In an upstairs bedroom, an emaciated man lies dying.  He holds a yellow‑edged photograph of a young Asian woman.  His oldest friend sits nearby.  Their discussion of the woman transitions the scene to 1978 and Seoul, Korea.  There, happenstance introduces an American man to an Asian woman.  Their brief encounter initiates an emotional journey that ends twenty years later in the coastal gloom of an Oregon night.
In the summer of 1978, Jason Fitzgerald, an Army pilot, is stationed in Korea, or, Chosun, Land of the Morning Calm.  Jason has no interest in Koreans or their culture.  Methodically making his way through a one year tour, he pilots helicopters, visits souvenir shops, drinks in the GI bars, and banters with the Korean prostitutes.  Jason believes Korean history began the day he arrived “in‑country,” and Korean women are disposable necessities.
Lee Kwang Young is a woman raised in the traditions of her country’s ancient culture; yet, she stands at the vanguard of the modern Korean woman.  In conflict with her heritage, she is unwilling to accept the Asian woman’s centuries old, subservient “pillow role.”  Breaking with tradition, she seeks and is accepted for training as a Korean Airlines flight attendant.  Unlike Jason’s bar girls, she is educated, witty, independent, and dangerously curious about the western world.  
Normally, American soldiers and Korean civilians don’t mix.  Miss Lee’s culture considers foreigners barbarians.  The soldiers believe Koreans are inexplicably bizarre, and their country depressingly third world.  However, serendipity introduces Jason and Miss Lee.  Mutual interest is sparked and friendship ensues.  
Traveling the country to places like, Dragon Valley, the extinct Halla-San volcano, Suwon’s Korean Folk Village, and the gigantic warrior monuments at the Han River Gap, Miss Lee shows Jason five thousand years of Korean culture.  Jason shows her that Americans are not barbarians and changes his view of Korea and Korean women.  Though they share few similarities, the couple slowly--almost against their will--falls unexpectedly in love.  As the story unfolds, they revel in joy and anguish in sorrow while struggling to overcome practical and personal obstacles.
Subordinate characters interact with Jason and Miss Lee, highlighting their differences and creating difficult choices.  Hugh, Jason’s sarcastic mentor, warns about interracial relationships.  Jason’s supervisor, Colonel Barth, virtually forbids Korean/American liaisons.  The prejudiced Mapo Police arrest Jason, forcing Miss Lee to choose between silence and support.  Miss Lee’s family is aghast at the idea of an American suitor.  On beautiful Cheju island, a mysterious Shaman priest foreshadows Miss Lee’s tragic future.  The affably insensitive Mr. Che shocks Jason when he explains the “correct” role for Korean women.  Spiderwoman, the earthy bar hostess, and the proper Miss Lee discover an unexpected, secret bond.  
For their relationship to survive, Jason and Miss Lee must resolve questions of honor, prejudice, culture, pride, courage; and most importantly, sacrifice.  Ultimately, these issues prove insurmountable.  Though desperately in love, Miss Lee and Jason part tearfully on his last night in Korea.
The story ends where it began, along the stormy Oregon Coast.  During the night, Jason dies.  His friend observes that despite their hardships and tragedies, Jason and Miss Lee became what they wanted, and what they feared. . . Hearts of the Morning Calm, a bond neither twenty years separation, nor Miss Lee’s death aboard Korean Airlines 007, could destroy.
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